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FEBRUARY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

February 5™ Worship: Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday with a
NOISY offering!

Sermon Topic: “NFL & Faith: The Tebow Factor”

February 12"  Worship: Communion to be served.

To highlight the UCC’s Women’s Week theme, “The De-
lightful Lightness of Being in Light,” Marion Serr will share
some of her delightful and thought-provoking poetry.

2:00 p.m. Progressive Theology Group

February 19"  Worship: Fat Tuesday on Sunday

Jazz with Grace Notes Jazz Quartet

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Felton, Interim
Conference Minister Service will end with traditional

children & youth pancake races!!

February 22"  Ash Wednesday Service

February 26"

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS & 5-WEEK

LENTEN STUDY BEGINS FEBRUARY 29™

5:30 p.m. Simple Soup Suppers
6:15 p.m. Lenten Study — “Exploring Forgiveness”
Study Facilitator — Dr. John Gehm

Worship: Lent Series Begins

John Gehm offers more than three decades of leadership, accomplishment
and experience in the areas of forgiveness, mediation, and restorative prac-
tice. A published author, poet, and playwright, John’s career path—uwriter,
researcher, trainer, consultant, non-profit director, college professor—has
helped him to cultivate an attitude of tolerance and a practical appreciation
of diversity. His interest in social justice issues led him to the University of
Notre Dame, where he earned a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in Sociology
and Social Theory. He welcomes the opportunity to speak and offer work-
shops on forgiveness, conflict resolution, victim-offender mediation, and
other restorative practices. John is a member of Spirit of Peace UCC.
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Moderator’s Moment Jack Billion, Moderator

The mild winter weather seemed to raise spirits high as we gathered for our first annual meeting of
2012. Nanci Konopasek led the meeting and received well-deserved thanks for her successful year of
leadership. After a review of 2011, Nanci presided over the nomination of Vickie Gill as the new assistant
moderator for 2012. This selection was enthusiastically approved by consensus. Jack Billion was intro-
duced as the new moderator for 2012.

The 2012 budget was presented next and discussed. The budget was approved by consensus. We
also took this opportunity to review the progress of our "What If* Campaign. We made all regular 2011
principle payments ($28,374) from the campaign proceeds and additional payments ($94,188) to reduce
principle. Our mortgage amount now stands at $498,234 as of 12-31-2011, down from $620,795 on 01-01-
2011. Congratulations to all!

The Search Committee that will oversee the selection of a second pastor was then presented. The
committee was selected from a list of extremely well qualified candidates and my thanks go out to all those
who offered to serve in this capacity. Sadly we couldn't pick you all. The committee members (in alpha-
betical order) are: Connie Applequist, Keith Block, Ron Fahy, Richard Getting, Tina Harp, Dana Loseke,
Elaine McKittrick, and Kristen Peterson. Pastor Jean, Moderator Jack Billion, and Assistant Moderator
Vickie Gill will serve as ex-officio members. The committee was approved by consensus. The Search
Committee’s first meeting will be Wednesday, February 8th starting at 6:30 p.m.

Also approved by consensus was our pilot program for expanded governance. Our goal is fewer
meetings and more ACTION! As we share the ministry workloads in this new format, we hope to involve
more people, doing smaller jobs that they enjoy, working less and just having more fun. We will be explain-
ing this in the coming months so stay alert! We hope you like it!

Leadership Council will meet on Sunday, February 26. That's enough "Moments" for now.

Yours in the Spirit of Peace, Jack Billion

Member Engagement Coordinator Deana Barth

If we all did the things we are really capable of doing,
we would literally astound ourselves.
Thomas Edison

As we move into the pilot year of our new ministry structure, my position of member engagement coordina-
tor will come into full bloom. The year 2012 will offer our Spirit of Peace family wonderful opportunities to
explore and to discover the things that make each of our hearts sing. | am reading an interesting book by
Albert Winseman, Growing an Engaged Church: How to Stop “Doing Church” and Start Being the Church
Again. It clearly states that those who respond to God’s love by reaching out and inspiring the hearts,
minds, and imagination of ourselves and others are happier and more successful.

| would suggest that you take some time and read through the new ministry structure. Where do you see
yourself engaged? What would make your heart sing? Where could you give an hour or two each year?
Could you offer to help 2 or 3 hours each month? Would you like to be more involved in the planning and
visioning of a ministry? You can and do make a difference!

Together this year we can see how “being the church,” increasing our own personal involvement to Spirit of
Peace, being of greater service to our community and the world as well as increasing our giving of time,
talents and treasures will help increase our life satisfaction.

Over the next few weeks, we will all have an opportunity to choose the ways we would like to be involved.
As Thomas Edison said, “we will astound ourselves.”
EACE
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ADULT FORUM

FEBRUARY ADULT FORUM
9:00 a.m. Fireside Room

It is not too late to jump into this series and
the great discussion it inspires!

This month, something to think about:

GOD IN AMERICA
Session 9: Soul of a Nation

February 5

GOD IN AMERICA
Session 10: Soul of a Nation

February 12

February 19 GOD IN AMERICA
Session 11: Of God and Caesar
February 26 GOD IN AMERICA

Session 12: Of God and Caesar

Childcare is provided in the nursery during Adult
Forum.

NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT - July 10-13"

Spirit of Peace is excited to announce an opportunity
for all youth ages 13 to 18. The United Church of
Christ-National Youth Event will be held this year at
Purdue University in West Lafayette, IN, from July
10" to July 13", 2012. Spirit of Peace would like to
send a group and is currently taking names of any
interested youth or chaperones that would like to at-
tend. The event is packed with speakers, singers,
and a variety of workshops. Please text or call Tina
Harp at 759-3074 if you are interested in attending.
For more information, contact Tina or visit http://
www.ucc.org/youth/nye/

PROGRESSIVE. THEOLOGY

FEBRUARY

PROGRESSIVE THEOLOGY GROUP
Sunday, February 12"

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Fireside Room

“Out of Babylon”
-by Walter Brueggemann

The Question:
Professor Walter Brueggemann proclaims that the
Bible is a beautifully subversive political document
that describes the hope of a new type of neighbor-
hood/community/covenant characterized by jus-
tice, love and peace.

In “Out of Babylon,” Brueggemann explores what
it means to be living in exile within the Empire. He
draws from the prophets who emerged during the
Israelite’s exile in Babylon. Ancient Babylon was
the center of learning, commerce, wealth and re-
ligion. As a culture, it was devoted to materialism,
extravagance and luxury. It was a privileged soci-
ety, not unlike Western society today. Through
Brueggemann’s close examination of the pro-
phetic writing of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we
see that the prophets created radical social, politi-
cal, and religious dissention using poetic language
to inspire action.

Brueggemann challenges us to think about who
we are as Christians today living in a modern day
Babylon. How do we characterize the Empire?
Who are the prophetic voices today? What are
they saying? How are we, as Christians, being
inspired to action?

PTG NEXT BOOK:
Karen Armstrong’s
“Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life”
(available in paperback)

Armstrong believes that while compassion is intrinsic in all human beings, each of us needs to work dili-
gently to cultivate and expand our capacity for compassion. In this thoughtful, and thought-provoking book,
she sets out a program that can lead us toward a more compassionate life. She begins with “Learn About
Compassion” and closes with “Love Your Enemies.” In between, she explores compassion for yourself,
mindfulness, suffering, sympathetic joy, the limits of our knowledge of others, and developing a concern for
everyone. Drawing from several ancient religion’s traditions, she offers concrete ways to enhance our

compassion.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Fellowship Dinner - February 1*

The February Fellowship dinner was held Wednes-
day, February 1*. During Lent there will not be Fel-
lowship Dinners, instead light dinners will be served
on Wednesday evenings prior to the Lenten Study.
Fellowship Dinners will begin again after Easter.

Men’s Group - February 8"

The Men’s Group will meet Wednesday, February 8"
at Arlie Gill's home at 6:30 p.m. Plans call for Virg’s
famous rubens and cards. Contact Arlie Gill (359-
9668) or Greg Olsen (359-6646) for details.

Meet and Eat - February 10"

Meet and Eat will meet Friday, February 10" at 6:00
p.m. at the Royal Fork. We get the room free if every-
one buys a meal. Let Lynnette Fahy (275-5638) know
by February 8th if you can come. Hope to see you
there.

Spirit of Peace Book Club - February 13"

The Book Club will meet Monday, February 13" at
7:00 p.m. The book for this month is “A Rose for
Emily” by William Faulkner. The Book Club meets in
the Community Room at the Royal Oak Apartments,
57" and Oxbow on the second Monday of the month.
Anyone is welcome to join this group. For more infor-
mation call either Grayce Keller (361-6368) or Donna
Yocom (271-1727).

in order by date the event will be held

Church Ladies - February 16"

The Church Ladies will meet Thursday, February
16" starting at Noon at the Church for a Brown
Bag Lunch. Please join us!! Joy Outka and Donna
Yocom have made cloth bags to be filled with hy-
giene items for the homeless such as: hand towel,
16” x 28”7, wash cloth, wide-tooth comb, nail clip-
per, bar of soap (bath size in wrapper), toothbrush,
toothpaste, and six standard size Band-Aids. If
you would like to help fill a bag, please contact any
of the Church Ladies or me, Elaine McKittrick at
338-9991. Thanks for your help.

“Just Flicks” - February 17"

Please join us for the “Just Flicks” presentation of
The Conspirator on Friday, February 17" at 7:00
p.m. in the Fireside Room. Everything is free
(including popcorn and refreshments) and open to
the public - bring a friend—and plan to stay for an
interesting discussion afterwards if you can. The
movie directed by Robert Redford is about Mary
Surratt, the lone female charged as a co-
conspirator in the assassination trial of Abraham
Lincoln. As the whole nation turns against her, she
is forced to rely on her reluctant lawyer to uncover
the truth and save her life.

Women’s Sacred Gathering - February 24™

The Women’s Sacred Gathering will meet on Fri-
day, February 24" from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the
Labyrinth. All are welcome to join this group. Con-
tact Marianna Michels (274-1662) for information.

Spirit of Peace received the following Thank You messages:

From Children’s Inn - Thank you for your gift of new toys, clothing, food, formula, baby food and wrapping
paper. We appreciate your support during this holiday season as we continue to serve women and children
in need of safety. Thank you for your generosity and may you all have a blessed 2012!

From Church World Service - | want to thank you for your generous contribution - especially appreciated
in this challenging economy. Thanks to caring donors like you, Church World Service can provide food, wa-
ter and other necessities to families displaced by natural disasters. And with your help, we can also assist
impoverished communities as they work to improve their farming techniques, develop reliable water
sources, and build a more sustainable future. In a world wounded in so many ways, | remain hopeful be-
cause of the creative, resilient women, men, and children we assist around the world, and because of caring
people like you, who empower us to act on your behalf. May God bless you for your compassionate sup-

port.

From Feeding South Dakota - At the Sioux Falls Food Pantry, serving those less fortunate is what we are

about. Your donation of 800 pounds of food on November 5™ helps us to continue
reaching out to individuals and families in need in Minnehaha County.
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SOCIAL ACTION SPOTLIGHT Social Action Ministry - Inspiring Compassionate Living

Banquet Volunteers Serve Meal

We had another great turn-out of volunteers to serve
at the Banquet in January with All Soul’s. Spirit of
Peace will cook and serve again in June. Thanks
again to everyone that turned out for this great volun-
teer opportunity.

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Church's
Wider Mission (OCWM), is one of the four special
mission offerings of the United Church of Christ. The
collection supports the following UCC ministries: Na-
tional Disaster Ministries, Refugee Ministries, Volun-
teer Ministries, and Global Ministries. We work with
local, national, and international partners, and to-
gether provide support to health, education, refugee,
agricultural, and emergency relief initiatives in 138
countries. Spirit of Peace will observe this special
collection on Sunday, March 18™.

LGBT Outreach

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Gays and Lesbians)
meets the second Sunday of every month. All meet-
ings are held at First Congregational Church, 300 S.
Minnesota Avenue from 3:00 -5:00 p.m. unless noted
otherwise. The first meeting for 2012 will be February
12" and the subject will be Diverse Families. Valen-
tine desserts will be served prior to the meeting. The
meeting on March 11" will focus on Faith Leaders/
PFLAG Collaboration with guest speaker, Rev. Ryan
Otto. All meetings are open to the public, everyone
welcome. PFLAG website: www.pflagsfsd.org and
e-mail: info@pflagsfsd.org.

WEEKLY E-BLAST

Each week we send an e-mail blast to mem-
bers and friends to share news of upcoming
events. If you are not receiving these e-
mails, but would like to be included, please
let us know! Call the church office at 605-
334-2802, or e-mail us at
secretary@spiritofpeacesf.org.
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Center for Equality: The Center offers free and confi-
dential HIV testing Tuesday thru Friday from 3:00 -
5:00 p.m. The Center for Equality is located at 406
South 2" Avenue, Suite 102.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Lunch is Served Program - Lend a hand and pack
some lunches for the Lunch is Served Program. The
calendar is available online at their website:
www.lunchisserved.org. Contact Terry Peters for de-
tails.

Food Pantry — We collect non-perishable food items
for the Food Pantry on the first Sunday of each
month. The next two Sunday’s that donations will be
accepted are February 5™ and March 4". Please
place your donations in the basket in the Narthex un-
der the Food Pantry sign. Thanks to everyone for
your donations! Terry Peters delivers the food to the
Food Bank.

Habitat for Humanity - Several volunteer opportunities
will be available this spring and summer. Positions
will be available on building crews, cleaning and land-
scaping, helping in Habitat’'s Restore and more.
Please contact your Social Action Committee and let
them know what your interests are. We'll get you in
touch with the Habitat for Humanity team.

Sharing the Dream Guatemala Outreach — There will
be opportunities in the future to assist with craft sales.
Contact Karen Kraus for more information on upcom-
ing dates.

Inspiring Compassionate Living—Namaste

FACEBOOK

If you are a Facebook user, please consider
“friending” Spirit of Peace. Check our web site
www.spiritofpeacesf.org and click on the Face-
book logo or search Spirit of Peace on your
Facebook page. If you have any suggestions
for things to include as a posting on our Face-
book page, contact Anne Thompson, 339-9836
or acwthompson@sio.midco.net.

PEACE
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS LeAnn Minister, Christtan Education Coordinator

Souper Bowl Sunday - February 5"

That's right! It's the annual Souper Bowl collection! The youth will be bearing buckets for your charita-
ble donations on February 5™ so bring your souper noisy change to toss into the team bucket of your
choice. As usual, there will also be an "I Don't Care Which Team Wins" bucket. This is a souper fun
event and proceeds are given to a souper cause!

MUCH DESERVED SABBATICAL

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee and Pastor Jean are currently planning for the sabbatical she
so richly deserves. This three-month renewal time is part of the covenant Spirit of Peace makes with its
pastor. We are a year late in providing it for her because of our hopes for a Lilly Foundation grant to
support it. Sadly, we did not received the grant, but the vision and substance for a sabbatical that we
created together as we wrote the grant run deep, and for three months this summer our congregation
will support Pastor Jean in realizing much of the plan of renewal we dreamed for her and for our congre-
gation. The Leadership Council is hard at work seeing to the coverage of ministerial and administrative
work in her absence.

What is a sabbatical and why is it so valuable for our Pastor and for the congregation? A Pastor is at
the very center of the life of a congregation and balances the smallest details with the loftiest purposes
as she seeks to manifest the love of God for individuals and for the community. As she pushes and
pulls, encourages and challenges, laughs and weeps with others, she explores faith with all around her
to inspire compassionate living. A good pastor (and we have one!) must keep in touch with the source
of their life and strength if she is to offer life and strength to others. A sabbatical provides time to step
back and breathe, read, look, pray, walk, remember, forgive, thank. The Lilly Foundation says it well on
its website: “Renewal periods are not vacations, but times for intentional exploration and reflection, for
drinking again from God’s life-giving waters, for regaining the enthusiasm and creativity for ministry.”
The Pastor is not the only one who benefits from such a “time away” as we realized so deeply during
Rick’s illness and dying. The congregation knows itself again as it rises to meet the challenge of keep-
ing itself centered and knowing its power of leadership and healing ministry while the pastor is away.
As Pastor Jean progresses in shaping her plans for this summer, more substance will follow.

-Pastor Parish Relations Committee

PROGRAMS TAKING SHAPE. ON THE 2012 HORIZON

March 9-10 Pastor Jean is developing a workshop to help strengthen and equip members of Spirit of
Peace in preaching and storytelling skills so that the membership will feel comfortable stepping into the
pulpit during her sabbatical this summer. Date is tentative. More info to follow.

March 23-25 Dr. Joerge Reiger, Ph.D. will be the weekend facilitator for Horizons of Faith, hosted by
First United Methodist Church in Omaha. More info at www.horizonsoffaith.com.

April 14 Spirit of Peace Just Peace Group will be hosting a workshop at Spirit of Peace with Rev. John
Dear, S.J. a Jesuit priest, peace activist, Nobel Peace Prize nominee, organizer, lecturer, retreat leader,
and author/editor of 28 books on peace and nonviolence. Dear has been arrested more than 75 times.
He has spent more than a year of his life in jail. All this because he so fervently believes in following
Jesus and living the Beatitudes which demand that we be at peace with one another. The Just Peace
Group received a UCC Neighbors in Need grant to support this program.

More info to follow in March Peace Post.
EACE
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FEBRUARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Wednesday February 1 5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner
Thursday February 2 7:00 pm Just Peace-Marketing Planning Meeting
Sunday February 5 9:00 am Education Hour
10:30 am Worship Service (no communion)
Souper Bowl of Caring Noisy Offering
Tuesday February 7 5:45 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal with child care
Wednesday February 8 6:30 pm Men’s Group - Arlie Gill's home
6:30 pm Pastoral Search Committee meeting
Thursday February 9 7:00 pm Just Peace group meeting
Friday February 10 6:00 pm Meet and Eat - Royal Fork
Sunday February 12 9:00 am Education Hour
10:30 am Worship Service with communion
2:00 pm Progressive Theology Group
Monday February 13 7:00 pm Book Club - Oxbow apartments
7:00 pm DBSA Group - Youth Room
Tuesday February 14 5:45 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal with childcare
Thursday February 16 12:00 pm Church Ladies
Friday February 17 7:00 pm “Just Flicks” movie night
Sunday February 19 9:00 am Education Hour
10:30 am Worship Service
Monday February 20 President’s Day Holiday
Tuesday February 21 5:45 pm Yoga
7:00 pm Ministry Meetings (CE at 5:30 p.m.)
Wednesday February 22 6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service
Friday February 24 6:30 pm Women’s Sacred Gathering - Labyrinth
Sunday February 26 9:00 am Education Hour
10:30 am Worship Service
11:30 am Leadership Council
Tuesday February 28 5:45 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal with childcare

PROGRAMS TAKING SHAPE ON THE 2012 HORIZON-
Continued

April 21, 9:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Spirit of Peace will be hosting a day-long workshop for laity entitled
“Unwrapping Our Gifts,” led by Rev. Ron Farr, originator of the Laity Empowerment Project. This work-
shop is designed to activate the spiritual lives, gifts and ministries of the laity in local churches. More info
www.laityempowerment.com.

November 9-11 A coalition of Sioux Falls congregations will be hosting a weekend with Diana Butler
Bass, renowned church historian and popular speaker. Her newest book, “Christianity After Religion:

The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening” addresses the vast changes we are ex-
periencing in the culture of church life. It is her theory that we are at the threshold of a new era of spiritual
awakening, and that the church can be proactive in the process of embracing change. More info at
www.dianabutlerbass.com.

PEACE
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FEBRUARY HOSPITALITY TEAM

February Team Coordinators

Virg & Vi Andersen Doris Graham Marianna Michels
Sarah Gross Stephen & LeAnn Minister
Virg & Vi Andersen Brian Hardy & Robin Prunty Carol Phipps
Ben & Sara Arndt Kim James Karen L. Roth
Jack & Deb Billion Matt Jensen & Amy Littel Barb Sogn-Frank
Lisa & Mark Bjorneberg Redetta Jensen Patricia Sundheim
Joan Chadwick Mary Jones & Rick Hauffe Pete & Sally Travers
Pam Chronister Sue Kersten Wyatt & Heidi Urlacher
RaDelle Deis Nanci Konopasek & John & Mona Wade
Jon & Carmen Gill Ronnie Papstein Rick & Stacy Newcomb-Weiland

FEBRUARY HOSPITALITY SCHEDULLE

Greeters Ushers Refreshments Kitchen & Fellowship

February 5

Deb Billion Mary Jones Deb Billion Redetta Jensen

Jack Billion Rick Hauffe Jack Billion Joan Chadwick
Carol Phipps Barb Sogn-Frank
Robin Prunty Pam Chronister
Brian Hardy
Barb Sogn-Frank

February 12

Amy Littel Karen Roth John Wade Redetta Jensen

Matt Jensen Kim James Mona Wade Joan Chadwick
Amy Littel John Wade
Matt Jensen Mona Wade
Kim James

February 19

Marianna Michels Karen Roth Marianna Michels LeAnn Minister

Doris Graham Stephen Minister Jon Gill Virg Andersen
Carmen Gill Vi Andersen
Doris Graham

February 26

John Wade Deb Billion Deb Billion Amy Littel

Mona Wade Jack Billion Jack Billion Matt Jensen

Amy Littel Barb Sogn-Frank
Matt Jensen
Barb Sogn-Frank

Last one out checks the doors!!! How many times have you heard or said that statement.
Just like at home, as the Spirit of Peace family, we need to be diligent about making sure all the doors
are locked. Please help us keep the building safe. Do your part and check the doors as you depart if
you are one of the last people leaving. Thanks.

PEACE
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CHURCH OFFICERS, LEADERS, AND STAFF

Moderator:

Assistant Moderator:

Council Secretary:

Archives Chair:

Building & Grounds:

Care & Invitation:

Christian Education:

Stewardship-Fundraising:

Social Action:

Worship & Spiritual Life:

Member-At-Large:

Book Club:

Men’s Group:

Church Ladies:

Staff:
Pastor:

Administrative Assistant:

Business Manager:
Organist:

Choir Director:

CE Coordinator:

Music & Art Coordinator:

Maintenance:
Childcare:
AV Booth:
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Jack Billion

Vickie Loomer Gill
Mavis Benda

Vi Andersen

Ed Peters

Megan Pederson
Sarah Theophilus
Vickie Loomer Gill
Bill Thompson
Cheryl Bixby

Pat Curtis

Greg Olsen

Terry Peters
Grayce Keller
Donna Yocom
Arlie Gill

Greg Olsen
Elaine McKittrick

Jean Morrow
Pat Doohen
Mary Pat Jones
Karl Graber

Dan Graber
LeAnn Minister
Whitney Fretham
Gordon Benda

Kay Baldwin

331-4729
335-1401
362-9309
334-0374
339-3141
331-4520
271-3760
335-1401
339-9836
940-1704
339-0731
339-4983
339-3141
361-6368
2711727
335-1401
339-4983
338-9991

275-4846
334-2802
334-2802
925-4654
370-1504
271-6981
929-2777
362-9309

jackbillion@sio.midco.net
vagill@sio.midco.net
grmabenda@midco.net
visine57107@yahoo.com
edptrs@aol.com
megan@firstavetrading.com
theo@midco.net
vickie.loomergill@va.gov
wthompson@sio.midco.net
cheryl.bixby@teledrug.com
pattyleigh@sio.midco.net
gregbeth@sio.midco.net
peterstS2@aol.com
gkeller@sio.midco.net
dmsy1937@sio.midco.net
vagill@sio.midco.net
gregbeth@sio.midco.net
smckittrick3@msn.com

jean@spiritofpeacesf.org
secretary@spiritofpeacesf.org
businessmanager@spiritofpeacesf.org
karl.graber@usd.edu
graber.dan@gmail.com
leannminister@gmail.com
whitney.fretham@gmail.com

grmabenda@midco.net

soundtech@spiritofpeacesf.org
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
NOISY OFFERING FEBRUARY 5"

relief. This year, the need is even greater. The U.S.
Census Bureau reports the number of Americans living in
poverty is the highest it has been in 52 years. One in
seven households in our nation is food insecure, affect-
ing more than 16 million children. Studies show hungry
children do poorly in school and have lower academic
achievement because they cannot concentrate.

Spirit of Peace youth will hold a noisy offering on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday, February 5.
You will have the chance to help your Super Bowl team score points by dropping coins and paper
money into soup pots. The noisier the better!! The youth will count the money during worship
and announce at the end of worship which Super Bowl team is predicted to win later that day
based on the team which garnered the most donations. We also have an “l don’t care” soup pot
for those less than enthusiastic about the game! Please support the youth in this effort to “love
our neighbors” by emptying your pockets of change into the soup pots on Sunday, February 5.
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